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We have

designed these lesson plans so that, if you wish, you can have the plan in front of you as

you teach, rather than a copy of the book. Each page of the book is illustrated in the plans together

with som

e suggestions for teaching. These have been divided into questions and discussion that you

may have before the children read the book and after the children have completed the reading. Some
of you may prefer to explore the meaning and the language in more detail before the children read.

Your deci

sions will depend on the gap between the children’s current knowledge and the content,

vocabulary, and language of the book they are about to read. Remember that the more information
the children have up front, the easier it will be for them to read the text. However, this does not
mean that you should read the text to them first.

We have

addressed four areas that we think are important in developing good readers. As well as

comprehension and decoding, we have addressed the issue of children being able to analyse and

use the t

OIOXC,

exts they read. The symbols below guide you to the type of question or discussion.

This symbol relates to comprehension
(meaning maker)

This symbol relates to decoding
(code breaker)

This symbol relates to critical analysis
(text critic or analyser)

This symbol relates to use
(text user)

Have the children look at the cover
and title page. What might Freaky
Frank be? How does Freaky Frank
look different from other fish?

Ask the children if they have
been to an aquarium. Have
the children seen a fish like
Freaky Frank at an aquarium?

Ask the children what they notice about Freaky
Frank’s name. Praise them for noticing that the first
two letters are the same in both words. Brainstorm
more examples of alliteration, using children’s names.




Ask the children to describe Freaky
Frank. Does he look like a friendly fish?

Freaky Frank was a scary fish.
He had a big round body. prety
He had great big eyes. i =y
And he had a lot

of scary spots and spines.
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Ask the children if they would Ask the children to point to the word had. w
like Freaky Frank as a pet. Why Have them place the word in sentences. o
or why not? Have the children Identify the ea sound in the word Freaky. ae
find all the words on the page What other words have the same ea sound? 5 g
that describe Freaky Frank. Do they have the ea spelling? List the words g- o
Qn the board. J =
ot
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Is Freaky Frank a friendly fish? Have 2 3
the children justify their answers by
identifying how Frank looks at Sam in
the picture.
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Ask the children what Freaky
Frank says that shows he is not
friendly. Is Freaky Frank a bully?
Do the children think Sam is
scared or worried?

Identify the word your. Have the children
place it in sentences to clarify meaning and
use. Ask the children what they notice about
Spotty Sam’s name. Praise them for noticing
that the first letter is the same in both words.
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What do the children think the
author might be trying to show
us? Talk about how the things
we say can hurt other people’s
feelings or make them feel bad.

Ask the children what is happening
in the picture. How does this new
fish feel? Praise the children for
referring to the expression on the
new fish’s face.

“Look out, Gary Goggler!
You are not as big as I am,”
said Freaky Frank.

Gary swam off in a hurry.
He felt sad.

“My eyes are bigger than his,”
said Gary.

oo M

What did Freaky Frank say to Gary
Goggler? How did this make Gary
Goggler feel? Can the children think of
a time when someone said something
that made them feel bad?

Have the children point to the words
big and bigger. How is the meaning
different? Discuss comparatives.
What other word can we make from
the word big?

Ask the children to predict what
Freaky Frank might say to the
next fish. Praise the children

for using vocabulary and style
similar to that of the author.

“Move dlong, Leo Lionfish!
I am very big and scary” "%
said Freaky Frank.

as mine,” said Leo
in a whisper.

Does the illustrator do a good job of
showing how the characters are feeling?
Why or why not? Ask the children what
they would do if they were Leo Lionfish.
What would they say to Freaky Frank?

Invite the children to find the word
long. What word means the opposite
of long? What endings can we add
to long? How do they change the
meaning of the word?




Can the children think of
some text for this picture?
Encourage them to use
vocabulary and style similar
to that of the author.

Ask the children to tell you
who the new fish is and why
it might be scared by Freaky
Frank. Brainstorm words that
describe the new fish.
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“Keep away, Angela Angelfish!

I'm a great big scary fish”
said Freaky Frank.
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Ask the children if Freaky Frank would
scare them if they were fish. How might
they feel if they were a tiny seahorse

or a big shark? Would they be kind to
Freaky Frank?

Review direct speech. Ask the
children what they notice about
Angela Angelfish’s name. Praise
them for noticing the part that is
the same in both words.
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But Angela swam up close e
to Freuiy Frank. i " g
- (%]
“You dont scare me, g.
Freaky Frank,” she said. [}
“Why not?” said Freaky Frank.
“I'm the biggest,
scariest fish around”
B o
But he had a funny feeling E. g
he was not as big E 9‘
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Ask the children what Angela
Angelfish said to Freaky Frank.
How will the story end?

Identify the word was. Have the children place it
in sentences to clarify meaning and use. Identify
the word don’t. Tell the children the apostrophe
stands in place of a letter. What two words is
don’t made from?
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Ask the children to describe what
is happening in the picture.

“ think you are scared of me,
Freaky Frank,” said Angela.
“But I just want to be

your friend.”

Freaky Frank’s mouth
'..'i opened wide. ’_h

His spines went down and...

b

Ask the children to identify the word Frank’s.
What does the apostrophe show? Who owns
the mouth? Create other examples using the
children’s names.

Talk about how bullies can be mean
because they are lonely, feel scared,
or want people to notice them. What is
Angela Angelfish trying to do?

Have the children look at the final
picture. What has happened?
Why has he changed? How does
Freaky Frank feel now?

g &
f / 4 m 5
(" ...he smiled a great big smile.

16 -

Talk about what the children liked most
about the book. Ask them what they have
learned from the book. What lesson is the
author trying to teach us? Did she do a
good job? Why or why not?

Talk to the children about a time
when they made someone else
feel better about themselves.




10 c Freaky Frank Name

Use the words to label the pictures of Frank.

big bigger biggest

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.



10 c Freaky Frank Name

Complete the table.

word word + er word + est
smaller
scariest
funny
biggest
longer

Put two of the words into sentences.

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.



