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Written by Lisa Armando
Illustrated by Des Young

Overnight Train
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This symbol relates to comprehension 
(meaning maker)

This symbol relates to decoding
(code breaker)

This symbol relates to critical analysis
(text critic or analyser)

This symbol relates to use
(text user)

We have designed these lesson plans so that, if you wish, you can have the plan in front of you as 
you teach, rather than a copy of the book. Each page of the book is illustrated in the plans together 
with some suggestions for teaching. These have been divided into questions and discussion that you 
may have before the children read the book and after the children have completed the reading. Some 
of you may prefer to explore the meaning and the language in more detail before the children read. 
Your decisions will depend on the gap between the children’s current knowledge and the content, 
vocabulary, and language of the book they are about to read. Remember that the more information 
the children have up front, the easier it will be for them to read the text. However, this does not 
mean that you should read the text to them first.

We have addressed four areas that we think are important in developing good readers. As well as 
comprehension and decoding, we have addressed the issue of children being able to analyse and 
use the texts they read. The symbols below guide you to the type of question or discussion.

2

Cover 
& Title 
Page

Ask the children to predict what 
might happen in this story. Have 
any of the children been on a 
train journey lately? Where did 
they go? What did they see?

Written by Lisa Armando
Illustrated by Des Young

Overnight Train

Written by Lisa Armando
Illustrated by Des Young

Overnight Train

Encourage the children to think about 
their reading. Discuss the strategies 
they use to decode unfamiliar words.

Ask the children to describe the 
front cover and title page. Is this an 
information book or a story book?

What does the writer 
do? What does the 
illustrator do?
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Ask the children what the boy 
can see out of the window 
now. What city might this train 
be travelling from?
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2/3

4/5

Where does it say in the text what 
happened when the boy looked 
out the window? What did the boy 
do next? Who is telling the story? 
How do we know?

Have the children point to the word 
girl. How does the letter r change 
the sound of the vowel? What other 
word has an r-controlled vowel? 
Discuss personal pronouns.

Identify the word flew. Revise tenses. How is flew different from the 
word fly? How is saw different from see? Have the children find the 
word looked. List other words with the same double o sound. Tell 
the children the ed ending shows something has already happened. 
Identify bird. How does the letter r change the sound of the vowel?

4 5

When I looked out of the window, 
I saw a bird.
The bird flew close to the train.
It flew up into the sky.

Ask the children to look at the picture 
and describe the relationship between 
the two characters. What are the 
mother and her son doing?
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2 3

I was on the train to Gran’s house.
When I looked out of the window, 
I saw a car.
The car had a girl in it.
I waved at the girl.
The girl waved at me.

Talk about how the illustrator 
shows that the boy is looking 
through a window. How is this 
made clear in the picture?
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What can the boy see out the 
window now? Talk about the 
different things we can do in 
the country and in the city.

Ask the children what the boy can see through the 
window now. How has the scenery changed? Is the 
train in the country or the city? What things might 
you see in each place? Make a list on the board.

Ask the children to point to the word was. Have them 
place it in sentences to clarify meaning and use. 
Have them find the word window. Can the children 
think of another word with the same ow sound at the 
end? What word describes the tractor?

Ask the children how the boy 
describes the scarecrow. Ask 
them where in the text it says 
what the scarecrow was wearing.

8 9

When I looked out of the window, 
I saw a farmer.
The farmer was on a tractor.
The tractor was orange.
The farmer was smiling.

6 7

When I looked out of the window, 
I saw a scarecrow in a field.
The scarecrow had a shirt on.
The scarecrow had a straw hat 
and a scarf, too.

Have the children find the word had. 
Have them place it in sentences. Have 
them find the word scarf. How does the 
letter r change the sound of the vowel?

Ask the children to think of some 
text for this picture. Encourage 
them to use vocabulary and style 
similar to that of the author.

Ask the children what they 
think of the book so far. 
What do they like most?
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Ask the children to tell you 
what has happened in this 
picture. What shows this is 
a long journey?

Ask the children to find the word out. 
Remind the children that adding s to the 
end of a word is one way to show two or 
more of a thing. What two words in the 
text show two or more of a thing?

What time of day does the 
picture show? How do we 
know this?

Ask the children where 
in the text it tells that it 
was night.

12 13

When I looked out of the window, 
it was morning.
The sun was out.
I was nearly at Gran’s town.

Ask the children to find the word Gran’s. Explain 
the possessive apostrophe. Use the children’s 
names to form other examples. Write the words 
Tom’s book on the board. Who owns the book? 
What does the apostrophe show?

10 11

When I looked out of the window, 
it was dark.
It was night.
Lights were on in houses.
I was tired.
I went to sleep.

Have the children predict 
the text. Ask them to use 
vocabulary and style similar 
to that of the author.

Ask the children to think of some 
text for this picture. Encourage 
them to use vocabulary and style 
similar to that of the author.
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Ask the children what is 
happening in the pictures. 
What shows the train is 
coming to another city?

16

When I looked out of the window, 
I saw Gran.
She was waiting for the train.
She was smiling.
I was happy to see her.

Ask the children what the boy can see out of the 
window. Who is the other woman in the picture? How 
might the characters be feeling? How do the children 
feel when they meet friends or family that they have 
not seen for a long time?

When I looked out of the window, 
I saw a park.
I saw children playing in the park.
I saw their mums and dads.

I saw a man with a dog.
I saw a duck in the water.
I saw a child feeding the duck.

14 15

Ask the children to find the word their. 
Have them place the word in sentences to 
clarify meaning and use. Have the children 
find the word park. How does the letter r 
change the sound of the vowel?

Ask the children to list all the things 
the boy saw from the train. Have 
them point to all the words in the 
text to clarify comprehension.

What do the children think of the 
story so far? Do they think the 
author has come up with a good 
idea for a story?

Ask the children to find the word train. 
Can the children think of other words 
with the same ai sound? Make a list. 
Have the children listen for the ai sound.

Ask the children what they 
liked most about this book. 
Would they recommend it to 
their friends?



Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.

11 f Overnight Train Name _______________

Change the words to show two or more.

The first one has been done for you.

light  lights
car __________
farmer __________
wolf __________
child __________

Circle the things the boy saw from the train.

  hills    bridge   taps
    farmer   cup
      knives   children
   apples    tractor



Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.

11 f Overnight Train Name _______________

Write sentences to show what the people own.

Remember to use an apostrophe.

The first one has been done for you.

  Gran  Mum  Rikki  

This is Gran’s house.

Write a sentence to show what your friend owns.


