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We have designed these lesson plans so that, if you wish, you can have the plan in front of

you as you teach, rather than a copy of the book. Each page of the book is illustrated in the
plans together with some suggestions for teaching. These have been divided into questions

and discussion that you may have before the children read the book and after the children have
completed the reading. Some of you may prefer to explore the meaning and the language in more
detail before the children read. Your decisions will depend on the gap between the children’s
current knowledge and the content, vocabulary, and language of the book they are about to read.
Remember that the more information the children have up front, the easier it will be for them to
read the text. However, this does not mean that you should read the text to them first.

We have addressed four areas that we think are important in developing good readers. As well as
comprehension and decoding, we have addressed the issue of children being able to analyse and
use the texts they read. The symbols below guide you to the type of question or discussion.

This symbol relates to comprehension
(meaning maker)

This symbol relates to decoding
(code breaker)

This symbol relates to critical analysis
(text critic or analyser)

This symbol relates to use
(text user)

OIOXC,

Read the author and
illustrator's names.
Why are there names
here? Identify book
conventions.

Direct the children’s attention to the
pictures and ask if they can guess what
this book is going to be about. Is it going
to be a story book or an information book?
Identify all the animals.

Ask the children what a trip is and Check reading strategies with the
what kinds of trips they have been children. Remind them to match
on. Can the children predict what one spoken word with one written

might happen to Tortoise? word as they read.




Talk to the children about who these animals
are and what kind of characters they might be.
Establish the identity of these characters. What

is the characters' relationship?

“| wanl lo go to the jown”
el T hose

“How will you get therm™
said Snoke

“You ore ko s

Youi wil never gl fo lown”™

Ask the children where Tortoise wants to
go. Encourage them to refer to the text
and point to the right word — fown. Then
ask the children what Snake replied,
encouraging them to refer to the text and
show they have understood the question.

Can the children identify the new
character in the story and guess what
Tortoise might be asking him? Talk
about the clothes Lizard is wearing
and why he might be wearing them.

“ will go with Lowel”
i Torkoms

Tizord well ke e

50 Torioise wenl with Lizond

Ask the children to poirD

to the word want. Ask
them to spell it and put
it into sentences of their
own to share with the

uest of the group. J

Can the children predict what
Lizard might say to Tortoise?
Encourage the children to use
vocabulary and style similar to
that of the author.

Ask the children to identify the word will. Ask them to spell it and put
it into sentences of their own to share with the rest of the group. Then
look at the word take. Identify the long a vowel sound. Discuss other
words with the same sound, such as make, cake, and blame.
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Can the children describe what is happening
in this picture? Ask the children to think
about what Tortoise might be feeling. Talk to
the children about how they like running.

Ask the children to tell you what Ask the children to identify the word too. Ask them to
they think about the story so far. spell it and put it into sentences of their own to share
Encourage them to justify their with the rest of the group to clarify meaning. Look at
opinions with references to the the word there. Discuss the consonant digraph — th.
text or pictures. Talk about other words with the same sound.

Ask the children to identify the new character
and talk about her possible character traits.
Make a list of adjectives to describe her.

Ask the children what Echidna said, Ask the children to identify the words
encouraging them to refer to the When and slow. Can they identify the
text. Invite the children to guess digraph and blend sounds — wh and s/?

what might happen next. Make a list of words with these blends.




Ask the children if they can tell you what is
happening in this picture and who the new
character is. How might this story end? Will
it have a happy ending?
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Ask the children to identify the word with. Did
they find it quickly? Ask them to spell it and put
it into sentences of their own to share with the
rest of the group. Then identify the punctuation
on the page — capital letters and full stops.

Before reading, ask the children
to locate the two words with
and take. Have them point to the
words so you know they have
identified them.

Ask the children to explain what is
happening in the picture. Why is
Tortoise sad? Ask the children what
they would do if they saw someone
crying in the playground.
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Ask the children to explain why Identify the question
Tortoise is sad by referring to marks on the page.
the text. They must point to the Discuss their function.

words in the text.
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Ask the children to tell you what has happened.
Talk about the new character and why Tortoise
is jumping for joy. Encourage the children to
predict what is being said by the characters.

Ask the children why Tortoise
is so happy — they need to
refer to the text and what
Kangaroo has said to him.

Ask the children to point to
the punctuation — speech
marks in particular —to clarify
understanding of their use.

Ask the children what is happening
in this picture. Review the children’s
ideas from when they predicted the
ending. Were they right?

Ask the children what Kangaroo said to
Tortoise and encourage them to point to
the text. Then ask them what they liked

the most about this story and to refer to
their favourite pages and pictures.

Ask the children to identify the word
take. Then ask them what long vowel
sound it has. Encourage them to
find other words in the book with the
same long vowel sound.




8 d Tortoise’s Trip Name

Answer the following questions in full sentences.

Use capital letters and full stops.

Where did Tortoise want to go?

Nome three characters Tortoise met

on the way.

Why did so many animals not want

to toke Tortoise to town?

Who took Tortoise to town?

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.



8 d Tortoise’s Trip Name

Rewrite these sentences, putting in the punctuation.

Read the sentences aloud.

when will i get there said tortoise

you wil never get there said echidna

hop in and 1 will take you to town

said kangaroo

Draw your favourite picture and write a sentence.

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.



